
2015
Conservative manifesto promises to protect children
from stumbling across hardcore pornography online.

2017
Parliament approves Part 3 of the Digital Economy Act
which prevents commercial websites from making
pornography available to anyone under the age of 18.

2021
First draft of the Online Safety Bill released, containing
no mention of online pornography whatsoever.

2019
Government ditches Part 3 of the Digital
Economy Act 2017 in favour of including it
in the forthcoming Online Safety Bill.

FEBRUARY 2022
Government confirms that the Online Safety Bill will
introduce age verification regulations for all websites
that contain pornographic content.

JULY 2022
Online Safety Bill is delayed due to leadership
contest for new Conservative leader and
Prime Minister

SEPTEMBER 2022
Liz Truss elected Conservative leader and Prime
Minister. Assurances given that the Online Safety
Bill will return to Parliament as soon as possible.

OCTOBER 2022
After another leadership race, and with a backdrop
of economic turmoil, Rishi Sunak was elected as
new Conservative leader and Prime Minister. 

OCTOBER 2022
Online Safety Bill delayed once again due to
parliamentary upheaval and uncertainty. 

NOVEMBER 2022
It is finally announced that the Online Safety Bill
will return to the House of Commons to complete
its Report Stage, though with much confusion as
to what this will entail. 

NOVEMBER 2022
Government proposes amendments to Online Safety Bill that would criminalise
anyone who shares ‘deep-fake’ pornography, partakes in down-blousing as well
as a range of other abusive behaviours. 

NOVEMBER 2022
Government proposes amendments to remove
regulations on ‘legal but harmful’ content relating to
adults. Reiterates commitment to age verification to
prevent children accessing harmful content. 

DECEMBER 2022
The Online Safety Bill will return to a short Public Bill
Committee on the 13th-15th December before returning
to the House of Commons to continue its journey. It is
expected to go to the House of Lords in January 2023. 

FEBRUARY 2023
At Second Reading of the Online Safety Bill in the
House of Lords, 27 members of the House called on
the government to bring in robust age verification
for online pornography.

JANUARY 2023
Having left the House of Commons, the
Online Safety Bill has its First Reading in 
the House of Lords.

APRIL TO JUNE 2023
The Online Safety Bill goes through Committee
Stage at the House of Lords. The need for robust
age verification for online pornography remains 
a critical point throughout the debate.

JULY 2023
The next stage of the Bill is Report Stage 
- potentially due to take place in July.

30 JUNE 2023
Government amends the Bill to include
age verification for all online
pornographic content


